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that it is practically a new town, and its
population has increased fivefold. The prin-
cipal streets are broad and contain many
large buildings and not a few handsome ones.
There are the law courts, the postoffices, the
Bank of Bengal, the customhouse, the Angli-
can and Roman Catholic churches, Rangoon
College and other buildings. A large and in-
creasing commerce is carried on with British,
Indian and Chinese ports j and an extensive
trade is conducted with inland towns, as far
as Mandalay. The chief exports are rice and
teak, and the imports are mainly manufac-
tured goods. A number of modern rice mills
have been erected, and Rangoon is probably
the greatest rice market in the world. There
is a government dockyard. Population, 1931,
400,415.
BANK, the degree of authority and dignity
attached to the various officers of the army
and navy. The commander in chief is usually
the executive head of the nation and com-
mands the entire national force. In the
United States the President holds the title
•under the Constitution, but he exerts his
power through his secretaries of war and
navy. The general officers of the army com-
manding bodies larger than a regiment are,
in order of rank, the lieutenant-general, who
commands an army corps of a field army; a
major-general, who commands a division, and
a brigadier-general, who commands a brigade.
Sometimes the title of general is bestowed
to designate the military authority second
only to that of the President. A regiment is
commanded by a colonel aided by a lieuten-
ant-colonel; a battalion by a major; a com-
pany by a captain, assisted by a first and a
second lieutenant. Below the second lieu-
tenant the officers are known as non-com-
missioned, or warrant, officers, and these are
sergeants and corporals. They are appointed
by tiie senior officer in command, and hold
their positions at his pleasure.
Under the Secretary of the ISTavy, the high-
est grades are those of admiral and rear-
admiraL A vice-admiral, when such a title is
given, ranks second only to an admiral. Other
^ormTtissioned officers are the captains of
sWps, commanders, lieutenant-commanders,
Heutemants, ensigns and midshipmen. Th&
Ia$t two- are graduates of the Naval Academy,
not 3?et folly eonimissionecL The rank of
teoiTOKfore was abolished in 1905. The eor-
ir^epoaiciiBg ranks in the army and navy are as
 army	navy
General . *	Admiral.
Lieutenant-General	Vice-Admiral.
Major-General	Rear-Admiral.
Brigadier-General	*Commodore.
Colonel	Captain.
Lieutenant-Colonel	Commander.
Major	Lieutenant-
Commander.
Captain  ,	Lieutenant.
First-Lieutenant  	Lieutenant.
(junior grade).
Second-Lieutenant	Ensign.
*Not now commissioned.
BANKE, rahn'ke, leopold von (1795-
1886), an eminent German historian, one of
the founders of the modern historical school,
which depends for its facts upon scientific
investigation rather than on tradition. He
studied in the University of Leipzig, became
a teacher in the gymnasium of Frankf ort-on-
the Oder in 1818, and in 1825 accepted a pro-
fessorship at the University of Berlin, where
he remained until 1871. His first published
work was a History of the Romance and Teu-
tonic Nations from 1494 to 1535. This was
followed by Princes and Peoples of Southern
Europe in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries; History of the Popes; History of
Germany in the Time of the Reformation;
History of France, Chiefly in the Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries; History of Eng-
land in the Seventeenth Century} besides a
number of other works. At the age of eighty
he undertook with undiminishe J vigor to write
a history of the world, and a volume of this
great work appeared every year until his
death. Rankers style, though clear and easy
to read, is dull and unentertaining.
RANKED, jeajwette, (1880- ), the
first woman ever elected to the United States
Congress. She was a member of the 65th
Congress (1917-1919), the Republican rep-
resentative-at4arge for Montana, in the main
a Democratic state. Her election from a state
counting three men to every woman was con-
sidered not only a triumphant victory for
the woman's suffrage cause but was a personal
tribute to her from men who endorsed her
beliefs respecting labor.
Miss Rankin was born on a ranch near
Missotila, Mont., was graduated from the
University of Montana in 1902, and has
since been identified with social aad suf-
frage "work in almost every statie in the Uni^n*
In New Zealand she worked as a i
to stacty pebawlly social ancl \

